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Oxford University Press, United King dom, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. The Literary Ag enda is a
series of short polemical monog raphs about the importance of literature and of reading  in the wider world and about the state of literary
education inside schools and universities. The categ ory of the literary has always been contentious. What is clear, however, is how
increasing ly it is dismissed or is unrecog nised as a way of thinking  or an arena for thoug ht. It is sceptically challeng ed from within, for
example, by the sometimes rival claims of cultural history, contextualized explanation, or media studies. It is shaken from without by even
g reater pressures: by economic exig ency and the severe social attitudes that can follow from it; by technolog ical chang e that may leave the
traditional forms of serious human communication looking  merely antiquated. For just these reasons this is the rig ht time for renewal, to start
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eng ineering , and mathematics, the humanities can be neg atively characterised as at best optional extras; at worst, frivolous and wasteful.
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commentators predict extinction. So what is the justification for literature at the present time? Rylance arg ues that literature s value lies in its
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value to all parts of our society from economic productivity to personal and social wellbeing . He examines discussion of literature s public...
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