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Vincent was for rebelliously thrusting  aside and ig noring  this information that had reached him so unexpectedly. Was he, on the streng th of a
statement forwarded by an unknown correspondent in New York, to suspect-nay, to condemn unheard-this proud and solitary old man with
whom he had all this while been on terms of such close and friendly intimacy? Had he not had ample opportunities of judg ing  whether Georg e
Bethune was the sort of person likely to have done this thing  that was now charg ed ag ainst him? He went over these past weeks and months.
Was it any wonder that the old man s indomitable courag e, his passionate love of his native land, and the constant and assiduous care and
aIection he bestowed on his g randdaug hter, should have aroused alike the young er man s admiration and his g ratitude? What if he talked
with too loJy an air of birth and lineag e, or allowed his enthusiasm about Scotland and Scottish song  to lead him into the realms of
rodomontade: may not an old man have his harmless foibles? Any one who had witnessed Maisrie s devotion to her g randfather, her g entle
forbearance and consideration, her skilful humouring  of him, and her never-failing  faith in him, must have g ot to know what kind of man was
old Georg e Bethune.
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