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BLOODAXE BOOKS LTD, United King dom, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. The Nine of Diamonds:
Surroial Mordantless is a book in nine parts constructed to play the Butcher - the Duke of Cumberland - in a Gaelic interpretation of the g host
g amble. Given the command on the back of a nine of diamonds - the Curse of Scotland - that the Hig hlanders should all be slaug htered, the
persecution of Jacobite sympathisers aCer the Battle of Culloden under the Butcher was one of the worst atrocities carried out on British soil.
Using  a kaleidoscope, a deck of tarot cards and an 1895 Dictionary of Phrase and Fable, The Nine of Diamonds is influenced by French
surrealism and opens with the Gaelic visionary practice of inducing  visions behind a waterfall. Treating  the Hig hlands as a Gaelic g arden, the
rebels on the run as herds of deer, and the preservation of Gaelic culture as a type of sug ar-cured mummification, The Nine of Diamonds is set
in a phantasmag oric landscape described in the Scots of Henryson and Dunbar but evoking  Scots Gaelic concepts and motifs to mix Hig hland
and Lowland experience with mag ical and occult terminolog y. With the deer as a central imag e, MacGillivray s poems draw from Nijinsky as
g ravity-defying  faun, from Mallarme, Duchamp and Breton.Written in the run up to the 2014 Scottish referendum, The Nine of Diamonds
operates as a powerful wish-text. In this strang e vision populated by badly-wired and furious neon unicorns, escorticati preparing  their own
bodies, Second World War MacLeod fig hter pilots with talismanic photog raphs of the clan s Fairy Flag  in their uniform pockets, pole-dancing
fauns, stained g lass knig hts and rusty kaleidoscopes, the underlying  messag e is clear: in playing  the Butcher back, MacGillivray is still here.
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