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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
***** The state of Qatar, a member of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC: Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, and
Oman), has employed its ample financial resources to try to punch above its weight on regional and international affairs. Qatar has intervened,
directly and indirectly, in several regional conflicts, including in Syria and Libya. Qatar also has sought to establish itself as an indispensable
interlocutor on some issues, such as those involving the Palestinian Islamist organization Hamas, the Taliban insurgent group in Afghanistan,
some Al Qaeda-linked Syrian rebel groups, Lebanon, and Sudan. On Iran, Qatar has generally supported efforts to limit Iran s regional
influence while maintaining dialogue with Iran s senior officials. However, Qatar s policies - particularly its support for regional Muslim
Brotherhood organizations as a positive example of political Islam - continue to plague relations between Qatar and some other GCC
members. Saudi Arabia and the UAE assert that the Brotherhood is a threat to regional and domestic security and have taken generally
opposed engaging Iran diplomatically. The differences erupted into a crisis on June 5, 2017 when Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and Bahrain, joined
by Egypt and a few other governments, severed relations with Qatar and imposed limits on the entry and transit of Qatari nationals and
vessels in their territories, waters, and airspace. The United States and several regional governments called for dialogue to resolve the rift and
the United States is seeking to mediate the dispute, which threatens to fracture U.S. efforts to mobilize a regional coalition against Iran and
against terrorist groups. The United States and Qatar have had a formal Defense Cooperation Agreement (DCA) since 1992, which addresses a
U.S. troop presence...
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