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still to make him agree to it, and that was harder than it had been to make up my own mind. He seemed to feel that any agreement such as |
suggested put the smirch of commerce upon his gift, and at first he almost refused to listen to me. You are kinder than any other friend | ever
have had, said I. When | have got you to sign this agreement and when I shall have taken every opportunity that ever comes to me to be of
service to you and yours, | shall still be under a greater obligation to you than | can estimate. Im not trying to get you to take a commercial
equivalent for your gft to me. The only pay | shall ever offer you for that is thanks. But Im asking you as a favor to me that you put your gift in
such form that | can accept it. We went over the same ground several times, and at last, fairly in my last ditch, | said that | couldnt go ahead at
all, couldnt even begin to drill, unless hed agree to some such arrangement as | had outlined, which should turn any strike | might make to his
profit as well as mine. He smoked two or three pipes over it without a word, and at last, very reluctantly, he...
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