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Neuware - Seminar paper from the year 2003 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0, University of
Potsdam, course: Genre and Gender, language: English, abstract: History has always been a space of male deeds, male achievements, male
gain or loss. Or so one is made to believe in retrospection. Of course women were not absent from history but they certainly are to a great
extent from historical representations. Patriarchy dominated Western culture for more than two thousand years and supplied the framework for
what is to be known and how, i.e. in which contexts, it is to be known. Historical material has always been scarce but in regard to women it is
almost non-existent. So women rightfully started to ask where their part in history was or why they have been consequently written out of
history instead of being included. A necessity arose to deconstruct certain historical 'truths' and to make women visible in and show their
relevance to our past to build up strength and to obtain a voice or rather voices in order to question the present and the past systems.In this
paper | examine Carol Ann Duffy's The World's Wife , whose poetry runs very much in above line. | will concentrate on the gender constructions
established within The World's Wife. Even though Duffy questions traditional conceptions of men and women and their relationships with each
other, she maintains a binary gender structure. The first chapter therefore deals with a general overview of gender conceptions constructed in
and through the poems. The second and third chapter will take a closer look at certain poems. | think the poems weave their...
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