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T HE PIANO WORKS OF C LAUDE DEBUSSY 

Dover Publications Inc., United States, 2010. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 212 x 136 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. This book is
a firsthand report of a g reat composer s intentions in reg ard to the performance of his music. These intentions have been dig ested and
interpreted for us by the composer s friend Robert Schmitz (1889 1949), who was himself a disting uished pianist, an articulate musician, and a
well-known teacher. The product is an authoritative commentary on the entire body of Debussy s work for piano solo. Written for both
performers and listeners, the book s purpose is to increase enjoyment of and insig ht into these works. The book s shorter opening  section
comprises notes on many g eneral aspects of the composer s life and work; a biog raphical sketch; a discussion of Debussy s place in relation
to the concepts of impressionism and romanticism; his use of classical forms, tonality and modality, melody, counterpoint, etc. Section two,
the heart of the book, examines in detail the whole of Debussy s music for solo piano, two hands. Seventy-one pieces in all are included: The
Arabesques, the Suite Berg masque, the Estampes, Imag es, Children s Corner, Preludes and Etudes. Each in its chronolog ical place, the
pieces are first described as a whole as to mood, source of prog rammatic inspiration, structure, tonality, and other characteristics. Then
follows specific sug g estions dealing  with technical and expressive problems of particular measures and phrases. The book is not meant as a
substitute for Debussy s piano works; on the contrary, it will cause both listeners and performers to turn to this superb corpus of music with new
interest and insig ht. Complete, thoroug h, authoritative and important. San Francisco Chronicle. It is a thoug htful and mature reference book
and thoug h I am at variance with certain of its premises...
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