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Joseph Clay, Merchant of Savannah, 1776 1793, Vol. 8 And a List of Ships and Vessels Entered at the Port of Savannah, for May 1765, 1766 Nd
1767 Ralp h Clay - the father of the subject of this sketch - married Elizabeth, a sister of the honorable James Hab ersham, intimate friend of the
reverend George Whitefield, and, during the absence of Sir James Wright in 1771-72, the royal Governor of Georgia. Joseph Clay, the only son
of this marriage, was born at Beverley, Yorkshire, England, on the l6th of October, 1741. At the suggestion of his distinguished uncle,
supplemented by the persuasions of the Reverend Mr. Whitefield, Young Clay came to Georgia in 1760. A few years afterwards, responding to
the wish of Governor Habersham, who furnished the means requi site for the adventure, his son James Habersham junior and his nephew
Joseph Clay associated themselves in a general commission business in Savannah. The partner ship thus formed lasted about five years. With
the excep tion of the period covered by the war of the Revolution Mr. Clay remained actively engaged in commercial pur suits; He and Colonel
Joseph Habersham were at one time associated under the firm name of Joseph Clay Com pany. He was also a partner in the house of Seth
John Cuthbert Company; at another time he was the senior member of the firm of Clay, Telfair Company, and again was interested as a co-
partner in the house of William Fox Company of Newport, Rhode Island. His home was always in Savannah, where, on the 2d of January, 1763,
he married Ann Legardere. Soon after establishing himselfin business in Savannah, Mr. Clay became...
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