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University of Arizona Press, United States, 1999. Paperback. Condition: New. Reprint. Lang uag e: Eng lish . This book usually ship within 10-15
business days and we will endeavor to dispatch orders quicker than this where possible. Brand New Book. For poet Ray Gonzalez, g rowing  up
in El Paso during  the 1960s was a time of loneliness and vulnerability. He encountered discrimination in hig h school not only for being  Latino
but also for being  a non-athlete in a school where sports were important. Like many young  people, he found diversion in music; unlike most,
he found solace in the desert. In these vig nettes, Gonzalez shares memories of boyhood that tell how he discovered the natural world and his
creative spirit. Throug h 29 storylike essays, he takes readers into the heart of the desert and the soul of a developing  poet. Gonzalez
introduces us to the people who shaped his life. We learn of his father s diFiculties with running  a pool hall and of his g randmother s steadfast
relig ious faith. We meet sinister Texas Rang ers, hallucinatory poets, illeg al aliens, and racist hig h school jocks. His vivid recollections embrace
lizard hunts and rattlesnake dreams, rock music and menudo making  all in stories that convey the pains and joys of g rowing  up on the border.
As Gonzalez leads us throug h his desert of hope and vision, we come to recog nize the humor and sadness that permeate this special place.
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