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HarperCollins Publishers Inc, United States, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Reprint. Lang uag e: Eng lish . This book usually ship within 10-15
business days and we will endeavor to dispatch orders quicker than this where possible. Brand New Book. Winner of the Pulitzer PrizeIn this
g roundbreaking  biog raphy of the Japanese emperor Hirohito, Herbert P. Bix oEers the first complete, unvarnished look at the enig matic leader
whose sixty-three-year reig n ushered Japan into the modern world. Never before has the full life of this controversial fig ure been revealed with
such clarity and vividness. Bix shows what it was like to be trained from birth for a lone position at the apex of the nation s political hierarchy
and as a revered symbol of divine status. Influenced by an unusual combination of the Japanese imperial tradition and a modern scientific
worldview, the young  emperor g radually evolves into his preeminent role, alig ning  himself with the g rowing  ultranationalist movement,
perpetuating  a cult of relig ious emperor worship, resisting  attempts to curb his power, and all the while burnishing  his imag e as a reluctant,
passive monarch. Here we see Hirohito as he truly was: a man of strong  will and real authority.Supported by a vast array of previously untapped
primary documents, Hirohito and the Making  of Modern Japan is perhaps most illuminating  in liFing  the veil on the mytholog y surrounding  the
emperor s impact on the world stag e. Focusing  closely on Hirohito s interactions with his advisers and successive Japanese g overnments, Bix
sheds new lig ht on the causes of the China War in 1937 and the start of the Asia-Pacific War in 1941. And while conventional wisdom has had it
that the nation s increasing  foreig n ag g ression was driven and maintained not by the emperor but by an elite g roup of Japanese militarists,
the reality, as witnessed here, is quite...
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