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This paper arg ues for an end to the current Homosexual Conduct Policy and advocates fashioning  a new policy that eliminates discrimination
based upon sexual orientation by allowing  homosexuals to serve openly. President Clinton directed the Department of Defense to create a
policy that eliminated such discrimination, but the resulting  eEorts actually increased discrimination by forcing  homosexual military members
to hide their sexual orientation or face administrative discharg e. This paper compares the integ ration of homosexuals with the initial
integ ration of African Americans and women, hig hlig hting  the similarities and the g radual steps taken to minimize the impact to the military.
The arg ument hig hlig hts the hypocrisy of military policies, which forbid discrimination based on race or g ender, but allows tacit discrimination
ag ainst homosexuals by forcing  them to hide their sexual orientation. As society evolved to overcome barriers facing  African Americans and
women, the military followed suit by allowing  them to serve in every career field, with the exception of very few limitations placed on women.
So too, has society evolved to accept homosexuality and leg islate ag ainst discriminatory practices ag ainst them. I believe it is time for the
military to take similar steps and revise its policy ag ainst homosexual service. This arg ument is supported by RAND and Government
Accounting  OEice studies, which examine the impact of homosexuals serving  in allied armed forces and US police and fire departments. 36 pp.
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