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BiblioGov. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 24 pag es. Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.1in.GAO
discussed the development of hig h-speed g round transportation (HSGT) in the United States, focusing  on: (1) alternative HSGT technolog ies;
and (2) infrastructure improvements needed to implement HSGT on existing  railroad rig hts-of-way. GAO noted that: (1) HSGT costs will vary
depending  on what technolog y is adopted; (2) the incremental approach to HSGT costs the least because it does not require new rig ht-of-way
acquisition, but HSGT costs will increase as top speed increases to 150 miles per hour (mph); (3) electrifying  track and eliminating  g rade
crossing s are the most expensive ways to upg rade existing  rail services; (4) the incremental approach to HSGT would require the cooperation
of freig ht railroads, since they own most of the existing  rig hts-of-way; (5) Amtrak continues to improve hig h-speed service in its northeast
corridor operations with electric trains, but it is exploring  development of a fast nonelectric locomotive that could operate on nonelectrified
tracks; (5) trains faster than 150 mph will require dedicated rig hts-of-way and specialized g uideways for mag netic levitation systems, which
could increase costs by up to 300 percent; (6) HSGT development has been slow because investors perceive hig h risks and poor revenue
projections with HSGT; (7) HSGT could produce social benefits such as relief from airport and hig hway cong estion, energ y conservation, and
air and noise pollution abatement, but they are diHicult to measure; and (8) increased federal funding  could spur HSGT development by
reducing  the perceived investment risk, but Cong ress needs to targ et resources to ensure that projects are built. This item ships from La
Verg ne,TN. Paperback.
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