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4. Plato s insistence on the necessity of proving the coincidence of virtue and happiness marks another difference between him and modern
writers. The question is rarely put in the forefront of modern ethical discussion, except for the polemical purpose of proving that an opponent s
philosophy supplies no basis or sanction for morality. The majority of modern ethical writers relegate the problem to a digression or a
footnote. They are content to estabbsh a general tendency or strong probability. Or they frankly admit that while everybody would be glad if
the proposition could be proved, it is not susceptible of mathematical demonstration. But this was not enough for Plato. His own faith was
adamantine.160 He was as certain that happiness is inseparable from virtue as of the existence of the Island of Crete. Even if it were only a
probability, he would not permit it to be impugned in a wellordered state.163 Just how much positively immoral and cynical philosophy was
current in Plato s day is, as we have seen, a disputed historical question. But Plato himself was haunted by the thought of the unscrupulous
skeptic who sought to justify his own practice by appeals to the law of nature or theories of the origin of justice in a conspiracy of the weak
against the strong.16 His imagination was beset by the picture of some brilliant young Alcibiades standing at the crossways of life...
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