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Fordham University Press, United States, 2015. Hardback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Minima Philolog ica bring s
tog ether two essays by Werner Hamacher that are meant to revitalize philolog y as a practice beyond its restriction to the restoration of
ling uistic data and their meaning s. In these two texts, 95 Theses on Philolog y and For-Philolog y, Hamacher propounds a notion of
g eneralized philolog y that is equivalent to the real production of ling uistic utterances, and indeed utterances not limited to predicative or
even discursive statements. Philolog y, in speaking  for lang uag e where no clear and distinct lang uag e is g iven, exhibits and exposes the
structure of lang uag e in g eneral. The first text, 95 Theses on Philolog y, challeng es academic philolog y as well as other disciplines across the
humanities and sciences that use lang uag e, assuming  it to be a g iven entity and not an event. The theses develop what Hamacher calls the
idea of philolog y by describing  the constitution of its objects, its relation to knowledg e, its suspension of consciousness, and its freedom for
what remains always still to be said. In For-Philolog y, both speaking  and writing , Hamacher arg ues, follow, discursively and non-discursively,
the desire for lang uag e. Desire-philia-is the insatiable aFect that drives the movement between utterances toward the next and the one aGer
that. Desiring  lang uag e-log os-means to respond to an alien utterance that precedes you, ig norant about where the path will lead, accepting
loss and uncertainty, thinking  in and throug h lang uag e and the lack of it, exceeding , returning , responding  to others, cutting  into and off what
is to be said. In arg uing  this, Hamacher responds, directly or obliquely, to other philolog ical thinkers such as Plato and Schleg el, Nietzsche,
Benjamin, and Heideg g er, as well as to poets such as Rene Char, Francis Pong e, Paul Celan, and Friedrich Holderlin. Taken tog ether, the
essays of Minima Philolog ica constitute...
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