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eng ineering  -- Government policy -- United States. Excerpt: . . . 11 job-related injuries, and required employers to pay for work days that
employees missed due to injuries that may not have been caused by work at all. They also ar-g ued that the rule did not adequately inform
employers of what steps they must take to achieve compliance with the rule and that it would not have been eDective in preventing  injuries to
workers. OSHAs final erg onomics rule was thoug ht to be so flawed that bipartisan majorities in both houses of Cong ress voted to eliminate it
early last year. At that time, I promised to establish a comprehensive policy to address MSDs. It was critical that any Departmental approach to
erg onomics be clear, eDective, and capable of surviving  leg al challeng es and Cong ressional review under the Cong res-sional Review Act. AIer
more than a year of work, including  three public forums held around the country, the Department of Labor has unveiled an approach that will
provide real protections for Americas workforce. Inevitably, some will criticize the new approach, arg uing  that relying  on enforcement and
industry-specific g uide-lines instead of a formal rule does not g o far enoug h. Such criticism ig nores several realities. For example, when
promulg ating  a rule, OSHA should follow certain principles, such as making  a scientifically valid determination reg arding  the deg ree of risk
from various levels of activity. The lack of precise information about deg ree of risk, dose-response relationships, or feasible and eDective
controls, for example, would be a major hurdle to Ag ency efforts to...
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