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Theme in North American Mythology: Dissertation Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy
in the Faculty of Philosophy, Columbia University In view of the admission that the entire series of criteria must be found in order to prove the
naturalistic theory, it would not be necessary to dwell on the evident ambiguity of single traits, were it not advisable to call attention to the
occasional disregard of this caution, and to indi cate, however brie?y, the standing of the naturalistic theory when di vorced from an
interpretation of homologies. Some thirty years ago J. G. Von Hahn attempted to interpret Greek and Teutonic mythology on the basis of
naturalistic principles, though affirming an historical con nection between them. His fundamental assumption was that the cycle of the
seasons, owing to its importance for primitive man s food supply, formed the principal myth-making factor of the outside world, while the
succession of day and night, meteorological conditions, and other natural phenomena, have contributed their share. The inter preter s first
duty was accordingly to detect motives corresponding to these phenomena. Balder s death, from this standpoint, was taken to refer to the
destruction of vegetation by autumnal drought. Thor and Hercules were conquerors of winter - monsters. Eurystheus symbolized the faint new
moon, and Gunther s bent form, suspended from a nail, was the crescent of the moon. Without entering into a discussion of the popular-
psychological basis of Hahn s system, it suffices to note that the constant error committed by him is the disregard of alternative possi bilities,
which is perhaps most strikingly illustrated by his conception of Gunther. When Ehrenreich interprets the rolling...
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