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recog nize that it was indiDerence defeated the Leag ue. Not a selfish indiDerence, a deliberate determination to live on in our hig hly profitable
isolation, but the indiDerence which derives from unsureness. It is not that the nation disapproved this new internationalism and decisively
rejected it--even those of us who have counted most on American opinion to avert the dang er can hardly claim this. America voted no on the
new internationalism because she has just discovered she has not yet any certain knowledg e of nationalism. It is not throug h any oDicial
blundering  or diplomatic shortcoming s of her own that America has come to realize how unlettered she is in the science of political systems. In
the past five years we have been forced to watch Europe, Eng land particularly, and compare her ways with ours. The course of the Leag ue of
Nations eDort itself set us pondering . Eng lands attitude to the Leag ue mystified us. Presented with this vag ue document, we straig htway set
to work to block up the loopholes where misunderstanding s mig ht creep in. We have insisted all be reduced to writing , clear beyond any
misinterpretation. Why has Eng land, whose colonial empire is threatened by the Leag ues lang uag e far more directly than was our Monroe
doctrine, accepted the covenant without ten minutes debate It is superficial to say the diDerence lies in the fact that we are accustomed to a
written Constitution; it g oes...
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