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SoAcover. Condition: New. From the author of The Latehomecomer, a powerful memoir of her father, a Hmong  song  poet who sacrificed his
g iA for his children's future in AmericaIn the Hmong  tradition, the song  poet recounts the story of his people, their history and trag edies, joys
and losses; extemporizing  or drawing  on folk tales, he keeps the past alive, invokes the spirits and the homeland, and records courtships,
births, wedding s, and wishes. Following  her award-winning  book The Latehomecomer, Kao Kalia Yang  now retells the life of her father Bee
Yang , the song  poet, a Hmong  refug ee in Minnesota, driven from the mountains of Laos by American's Secret War. Bee lost his father as a
young  boy and keenly felt his orphanhood. As his mother searched the villag e g athering  herbal remedies and his older sibling s worked the
fields, he would wander from one neig hbor to the next, collecting  the thing s they said to each other. Alone and lonely, he whispered the
words to himself at nig ht until, one day, a song  was born. Bee sing s the life of his people from his Laos home, throug h the war-torn jung le and
a Thai refug ee camp. But the song s fall away in the cold, bitter world of a Minneapolis housing  project and on the factory floor until, with the
death of Bee's mother, the song s leave him for g ood. But before they do, Bee, with his song s, has polished a life of poverty for his children,
burnished their g rim reality so that they mig ht shine, even as he is cut oE from his tradition and breathes the air of dying  g eneration.Written
with the exquisite beauty for which Kao Kalia Yang  is renowned, The Song  Poet is a tribute to the father and the poetry that sheltered the Yang
family from the harshness of their...
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