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inaugurate the Southern University. The period of anxious, hopeful preparation is past, The time for action has come. This brilliant assembly,
these venerable ministers of religion, these honored trustees, this company of young men, this group of learned Professors - all, witnesses of
these Inaugural solemnities, are but the representatives to fancy, of that august cloud of witnesses, - our contemporaries in various parts of
the land, our successors in generations to come, who hang over the scene with solemn interest. To this spot, henceforth hallowed as the
shrine of letters, of science and philosophy, the sanctuary of that divine Truth which encompasses and ennobles all the rest, come from far the
thoughts and sympathies, the wishes and prayers of patriotism and piety. And if there be less of objective glitter and force of impression in the
circumstances which surround us than might be found in the coronation of an Emperor or the inauguration of a President, to a profound
thinker who grasps remote results and ultimate consequences to society and the individual, to civilization and to Christianity, there would be
in the opening of a great seat of learning a force of moral impression which no military pomp or civic splendors could enhance. We are about
putting in motion instrumentalities noiseless as the vernal influences, but as potent. The subject of these agencies is the human mind in its
plastic, formative period - the most precious thing on earth. The end aimed at is the culture of this mind, the unfolding of its capabilities, the
placing itin...
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