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moon, mountains could be piled six times as high before the rock would crush and break out at their bottoms. Perhaps this partly explains why
mountains are so very high and rugged on the moon, as we shall presently see. Atmosphere of the Moon. The moon has little or no
atmosphere. This is proved by the fact that its surface always stands out with remarkable distinctness, there never being the slightest evidence
of clouds or obscuring vapor. Itis also shown by the fact that when the moon passes between us and the sun there is no luminous ring around

it as there would be if it had an atmosphere. The difference is conspicuous when the planet Venus passes between us and the sun. This planet
has an atmosphere and the illuminated ring of its gaseous envelope is visible when it is in a line with the sun. One might well ask why the
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