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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
******Includes pictures *Includes accounts of the construction and history of the palaces *Includes a bibliography for further reading In every
nation, in every era of history, there are inevitably one or two places that become the symbol of the times. Mention Valley Forge to an American
and it willimmediately conjure up visions of a hard won fight for freedom. Likewise, the word Dunkirk said to a Briton will elicit a sense of both
pride and horror at the lives lost and saved at that desperate pointin World War II. For the French, and those who study their history, Versailles
is a symbol of, as Charles Dickens once put it, the best of times.the worst of times. It was here that the Sun King, Louis XIV, built a palace worthy
of a great nation during a time when peace was, at best, short-lived. It was at Versailles that Russian Tsar Peter the Great to study the palace s
architecture and gardens so that he could recreate them in his home country. Indeed, the greatest minds and artistic geniuses of the later
stages of the Renaissance came to Versailles to build and paint, and it was here that Madame de Pompedour and her successor, Madame du
Barry, used their wit and beauty to charm a king into doing their bidding. France, like all European countries, has had its fair share of palaces
over time, but none suffered the rise and fall of fortune like the Tuileries. Built by a widow with a flair for architecture, it grew for more than a
decade, along with the royal family that it housed. Then, during the French Revolution, it fell from grace with that family...
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