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*****.Twenty-six years aFer the appearance of their tour de force in Fine s Colleg e Alg ebra, the editors at Ginn and Company wanted to follow
up with a new, alternative course in classical alg ebra that would not be quite as detailed or exhaustive as Fine s book. The combination of the
two books would thereby satisfy the needs of a larg er and more varied audience for Ginn and Company s exceptional series of titles in
mathematics. To accomplish this mission, Ginn Company eng ag ed Professor Joseph Rosenbach (1897-1951) chairman of the mathematics
department at the Carneg ie Institute of Technolog y and his colleag ue in the same department, Professor Edwin Whitman (1887-1978). The
result of their collaboration was a superbly org anized and eminently appealing  text book and the next g reat classic in alg ebra to be published
by Ginn and Company, in 1931 - Colleg e Alg ebra by Joseph Rosenbach and Edwin Whitman. With its wealth of cog ent utilitarian explanations
and thoroug hly motivated illustrative examples while achieving  pristine clarity and insig htful depth in its theoretical discussions, the book is an
ideal g eneral course that is widely accessible to a broad rang e of students and readers with diverse backg rounds and interests in
technolog ical, prag matic and applied fields and, as well, in the most rig orous prog rams of pure science and mathematics. Aside from
masterfully fulfilling  their expository objectives, the authors arrang e the material developed in the separate chapters in a manner that allows
maximum independence of the diJerent chapters and optimal flexibility in selecting  them for a wide choice and variety of instructional
prog rams. They also arg ument the basic course with attractive and valuable auxiliary features such as the intrig uing  and informative
excursions into the history...
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