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Cornell University Press, United States, 2011. Hardback. Condition: New. New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.
Mediation has become a common technique for terminating  violent conflicts both within and between states; while mediation has a strong
record in reducing  hostilities, it is not without its own problems. In The Mediation Dilemma, Kyle Beardsley hig hlig hts its long -term limitations.
The result of this oF-superficial approach to peacemaking , immediate and reassuring  as it may be, is oFen a frag ile peace. With the
intervention of a third-party mediator, warring  parties may formally ag ree to concessions that are insupportable in the long  term and soon
enoug h find themselves at odds ag ain. Beardsley examines his arg ument empirically using  two data sets and traces it throug h several
historical cases: Henry Kissing er s and Jimmy Carter s initiatives in the Middle East, 1973-1979; Theodore Roosevelt s 1905 mediation in the
Russo-Japanese War; and Carter s attempt to mediate in the 1994 North Korean nuclear crisis. He also draws upon the lessons of the 1993
Arusha Accords, the 1993 Oslo Accords, Haiti in 1994, the 2002 Ceasefire Ag reement in Sri Lanka, and the 2005 Memorandum of Understanding
in Aceh. Beardsley concludes that a reliance on mediation risks a g reater chance of conflict relapse in the future, whereas the rejection of
mediation risks ong oing  bloodshed as war continues. The trade-oK between mediation s short-term and long -term eKects is stark when the
third-party mediator adopts heavy-handed forms of leverag e, and, Beardsley finds, multiple mediators and interg overnmental org anizations
also do relatively poorly in securing  long -term peace. He finds that mediation has the g reatest opportunity to foster both short-term and long -
term peace when a sing le third party mediates among  bellig erents that can afford to wait for a self-enforcing  arrang ement to be reached.
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