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episode of the fish. It may be perfectly true that there are fish in the Mediterranean larg e enoug h to swallow a man whole1, and that a man has
actually been known to have been rescued alive aHer having  been swallowed by a certain kind of whale. But that a man should remain two or
three days in the belly of a fish and then be vomited forth safe and sound on to the dry land g oes far beyond the bounds of human experience.
Of course with God all thing s are possible, and we may not say that this could not have happened. But a suspicion naturally arises that we
have here a story rather than an actual event. The same may be said about the narrative of the repentance of Nineveh. It is possible for those
who hold to the literal truth of the book, to suppose that the fame of Jonah s adventure had preceded him to Nineveh, and that his name was
in every one s mouth before he arrived with his messag e of doom. With reg ard, too, to the actual repentance of the city, attention has been
drawn by Dr Kennedy2 to a frag mentary inscription in which the king  of Nineveh enjoined a fast of an hundred days when the city was sore
beset by the Medes and Babylonians. But the cases are not quite parallel and there is, to say the...
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