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***** The American Idea of Freedom describes the early American and Constitutional concept of liberty as understood by the nation s Founders
and relates it to current notions of freedom in this country. The book shows that much of the political and cultural turmoil that surrounds us
today can be traced to a faulty understanding of freedom. Whereas popular ideas today center on the pursuit of individual advancements and
the rights of self-expression, early Americans viewed independence much more in terms of private property rights and genuine educational
opportunities. The Founders laid heavy emphasis on these two fundamentals because Constitutional liberties are built on them and are
threatened by inattention to their importance. The framework of government they created foresaw many of our current political and social
difficulties and was designed to prevent them. They knew that the freedom they envisioned could be achieved and maintained only by vigilant
attention to property rights and quality general education of the citizenry. We are slowly losing contact with their idea of liberty and are
moving toward some undefined form of social and political life not in keeping with our American constitutional heritage. The unique spirit of
freedom known in America since its beginnings is being seriously threatened by these recent developments. If we want that spirit to survive we
must become aware of the implications of these developments, and then recover and act upon the principles of freedom so well articulated by
early American leaders.
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