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author, for instance, with much charming simplicity, confesses how he attempted to build his literary house without a plan, and consequently
what after-thoughts and hopeless defects mar his labours. After a work, says he, is finished, imperfections often show themselves where they
were hid in the plan and in the process of workmanship. But he tries to console himself with the thought that others beside himself act first and

think afterwards. There are, continues he, in a slightly cynical and desponding undertone, however, many who, while they can point out a fault
in a work complete, would have made greater faults had they been the workmen in carrying out the design. 2. Its Departments. To avoid, then,

this radical defect in the construction, an index of subjects was at the outset made, and four leading and more or less clearly defined
departments were fixed. These were - 1st. Theology; 2ndly, Scripture, including the Mosaic Economy, and Bible History generally, Biography,
Natural History, and Geography; 3rdly, the Church; and, 4thly, Man and the Laws of his Being, including Man s Nature and Constitution, Ethics,
Logic, Mental Philosophy, and Sociology, and lastly, the Practical Themes of life. Under these leading departments sections were formed. 3.
Its Main Sections, its Relief Sections, and its Topics. Under Theology will be found the principal section of Christian Dogmatics. This, in one

sense, might have included the whole subject. But Relief...
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