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Motherwell, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.One family s story of coping
aDer their teenag e daug hter drops out of school, and an examination of the public school system itself. In the fall of 2000, while in Grade 7,
Leslie Gavel s daug hter Avery beg an what would be a four-year diseng ag ement from school. Avery didn t fit the stereotype of the dropout. Why
would a privileg ed, middle-class adolescent choose this path when dropping  out was a social stig ma and would complicate her personal life
and career choices? Leslie beg an to analyze the school system itself, but all of her research led not to answers but to further questions. Did
school--its history, structure, practice--play any role in underachievement? Was the problem of marg inal or failing  g rades, chronic student
dissatisfaction, and disruptive classroom behaviour always the fault of the student--and, by extension, her parents--or could it be the fault of
the school system itself? And did dropping  out--an ultimate taboo for teenag ers, along  with preg nancy and drug  abuse--really have to mean
the end of the world for child and parent? Told from the deeply personal perspective of a concerned parent, Dropout is a memoir about one
family s experience in the public school system. It also considers the latest research in alternative approaches to school, and oGers
sug g estions for students who may not fit the educational mould or society s definition of success. Leslie Gavel, a former social worker, is a
Calg ary freelance writer. Her work has appeared in Reader s Dig est, Canadian Living , More, Today s Parent, Avenue and several Canadian and
American newspapers, and has been produced for CBC national radio. Born and raised in Reg ina, she has lived in Calg ary for decades.
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