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U. S. Air Force, 2003 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)184843719 Subject: Military doctrine -- United States. Excerpt: . . . solution to most questions,
allowing  leaders to focus on the remainder, which usually involves tailoring  for the specific operation. WHAT IS DOCTRINE Air and space
doctrine is a statement of oFicially sanctioned be-liefs, warfig hting  principles, and terminolog y that describes and g uides the proper use of air
and space forces in military operations. It is what we have come to understand, based on our experience to date. The Air Force promulg ates
and teaches this doctrine as a common frame of reference on the best way to prepare and employ air and space forces. Subsequently,
doctrine shapes the manner in which the Air Force org anizes, trains, equips, and sustains its forces. Doctrine prepares us for future
uncertainties and provides a common set of under-standing s on which airmen base their decisions. Doctrine consists of the fundamental
principles by which military forces g uide their actions in support of national objectives; it is the linchpin of successful military operations. It also
provides us with common terminolog y, conveying  precision in expressing  our ideas. In application, doctrine should be used with judg ment. It
must never be dismissed out of hand or throug h ig norance of its principles, nor should it be employed blindly with-out due reg ard for the
mission and situation at hand. On the other hand, following  doctrine to the letter is not the fundamental intent. Rather, g ood doctrine is
somewhat akin to a g ood commanders intent : it provides suFicient information on what to do, but does not specifically say how to do it. We
must strive above all else to be doctrinally sound, not doctrinally bound. Air...
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