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6.0in. x 0.5in.From the beginning of the first chapter: THE ENGLISH ESSAY - A Study in Literary Development FOR the last hundred years the essay
has rivaled even the novel m the breadth of its appeal and in the variety of the interests it represents. Critics, it is true, ordinarily place its
golden age in the past; and they are right in so doing if they judge either by the urbane grace of the periodical essayists or by the profound
humanity of a Bacon and a Montaigne. But the essay holds its place to-day far less by virtue of the excellence of any single writer or the
distinction of any school than because it has, in the years since the French Revolution, become in a deeper sense than ever before the abstract
and brief chronicle of its time. Created in the closing years of the Renaissance by thoughtful observers of hfe and soon pressed into the service
of an ever-widening circle of readers, it became, with the diffusion of knowledge and the increase of curiosity in the nineteenth century, a
vehicle of expression hardly less universal than fairy-tale and ballad had been in primitive times. It is at present, in fact, the one form of
literature which may fairly be considered a useful as well as a fine art. The journalist finds it the most trustworthy of his tools; the teacher
chooses it as the type of composition most valuable in training for general efficiency; every worker, however practical his task, is able through
it most quickly to socialize his gain in knowledge. And it is because the essay has thus in a very literal sense passed from study and salon to...
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