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a book on the ecology of carnivorous plants, their lifestyle and surroundings. Through millions of years of evolution, carnivorous plants have
acquired special adaptations that may appear quite bizarre and eccentric in the seemingly docile world of the plant kingdom. The idea that
some plants eat animals sounds so strange that there was strong hesitation on the part of eighteenth-century botanists to accept such a
notion. It is a deviation from our familiar concept of the food chain. Plants are eaten by herbivores and herbivores, in turn, are eaten by
carnivores. Carnivorous plants have reversed the order of this normal hierarchy that exists within the ecosystem. Charles Darwin was one of the
first to demonstrate, with convincing evidence, that some plants had indeed been adapted to the carnivorous habit. Modern science has
confirmed that the nutrients obtained from captured prey are absorbed through the trap leaf and are carried to the growth points, suggesting
that the plants do derive benefits. The main requirements for the healthy growth of plants are sunlight, carbon dioxide, water, and some
inorganic nutrients. A deficiency in any of these basic requirements creates a hostile environment for the plants. In any adverse situations, the
plant must adapt to survive. Over millions of years, the plants struggles for survival have created a staggering array of properties found in the
richness of the plant kingdom of our planet today. There are places in the world where the soil is poor and plants cannot obtain enough
nutrients through the root to sustain their growth. This particular environmental stress has given rise to a syndrome quite eccentric in view of
the normal plant lifestyle. It is in such mineral-deficient...
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