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Demand ***** Excerpt from Convocation Address: University of Toronto, October 2nd, 1899 During the past year no other question affecting our
system of public instruction has received more attention than that of technical education. The impression has become general that the
interests of the country demand increased facilities in this direction. As yet, however, no consensus of opinion has been arrived at on the two
essential points of the movement. What does the country need? How is it to be obtained? In view of the University s interest in the subject
especially as regards the higher forms of technical training, it has appeared to me appropriate that | should contribute my quota of information
and criticism. We are still at the stage of abstract discussion and of propositions more or less vague. A full discussion now from all points of
view is the surest means of avoiding mistakes in the final settlement. Much of the difficulty surrounding the question arises from its newness.
Some twenty-five years ago technical education was a burning question in Toronto, and at that time a solution was found to which I shall refer
presently. But the recollection of the discussion of that time has passed from the minds of the present educational generation, and we are face
to face with the old problem in a new form. Before proceeding further, let us consider what we mean by technical education. This is necessary,
since the term has been used so loosely in the recent discussions as to lead to great confusion. Strictly speaking, the term technical education
is applicable to any course oftraining for a trade or profession, not excluding the so-called learned professions....
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