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*****. Chapter I There is one characteristic which may be safely said to belong  to nearly all happily-married couples-that of desiring  to see
equally happy marriag es among  their young  friends; and in some cases, where their wishes are strong  and circumstances seem favourable to
the exertion of their own eEorts, they may even embark upon the perilous but delig htful course of helping  those persons whose minds are as
yet not made up, to form a decision respecting  this important crisis in life, and this done, to assist in clearing  the way in order that this
decision may forthwith be acted upon. Some g ood intentions of this kind, arising  out of a very sincere aEection for both the persons
concerned, and a real anxiety about the future of the young er and dearer of the two, had actuated Elizabeth and Mr. Darcy in promoting  an
eng ag ement between Georg iana Darcy and Colonel Fitzwilliam. Georg iana was then twenty, and had lived entirely with her brother during  the
three and a half years of his married life. Reserved, shy, without self-reliance, and slow to form new attachments, she had been accustomed to
look upon the Colonel as, aFer her brother, her eldest and best friend, a feeling  which the disparity of their ag es served to streng then. She had
therefore accepted the fact of their new relations with a kind of timid pleasure, only imploring  Elizabeth that nothing  need be said about
marriag e for some time to come. Elizabeth, when I am married, shall I have to g o and stay at Rosing s without you? she had asked; and on
being  assured that such mig ht be the terrible consequences of matrimony, she had manifested a strong  inclination not to...
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