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Demand *****.Excerpt from Four Essays: The Science of Political Economy; Political Economy and Industry and Their Relations; Impolicy of
Protective Duties; A Position of the Friends of the Hig h TariA Examined The pure mathematics is the only science, of which the subject matter
seems susceptible of exact and rig orous definition. By whatever term we think proper to disting uish the knowledg e of the properties of space
and number, these properties, as well as the subject matter of them, must ever remain unchang ed. It is true that properties, before unknown,
may in the prog ress of the science be made known, and the sphere of science be thus enlarg ed; but the subject matter must ever be the same.
In mathematics, we contemplate the properties of that being , (if I may so express myself, ) which not only can underg o no chang e, but in which
no chang e is conceivable, and which therefore is susceptible of the utmost exactness of definition. Nothing  that we can form any idea of is like
it, and as we cannot by any means conceive the idea of its being  annihilated, it follows, that its existence is the necessary accompaniment,
and, as it were, condition of all that we can think, or feel, or know. In all other sciences, the subject matter of examination, however durable (in
the common acceptation) in its nature, is neither, so far as we know, immutable nor eternal; and can easily be conceived to be annihilated. We
shall not enter into the question, whether matter itself can be conceived annihilated, still less into that, whether it exists at all, and is not a
mere quality of mind: all that we affirm is, that...
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