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literature for his models and ideas. His view of man was in many ways that of the Greeks--a view that concentrated on the pathological
underside of man and on the bedrock of his developmental problems. The Greeks could never really shake the sense of doom, the foreboding
and the fatalism that led so many great figures in Greek literature and in real life Greek history to depression and, in a surprising number of
cases, to suicide. In contrast, the focus of the Bible is far more optimistic; depression can be successfully dealt with, and suicide is a sad error
that should be--and usually can be--avoided. It encourages people to hope and teaches that day-to-day human effort has a purpose and
meaning and that heroism is not a fair or useful aim for man to set for himself. The Bible offers the hope of...
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