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Demand *****.Excerpt from Abing don, Virg inia: A Sketch of Its History and Attractions The flourishing  seat of justice for Washing ton County,
Virg inia, was incorporated by the General Assembly in the year 1778. The county was established by an act passed in October, 1776, and was
the first county in any State named for The Father of his Country, who had then been for several months in the field at the head of the
Continental army, which was just fairly entering  upon the g reat seven years strug g le for national independence, and the founding  of a
republican form of g overnment based upon the sovereig nty of the people, and deriving  all its just powers from the consent of the g overned -
the g randest conception of human g overnment ever evolved from the mind of man, and so in conflict with the history of the past as to be
justly styled the War of the Revolution. Althoug h established by law in October, 1776, Washing ton county did not perfect its civil and military
org anization until January 28th, 1777. The county included within its orig inal boundary lines parts of the present counties of Grayson, Wythe
and Tazewell, and all of Smyth, Scott, Russell, Lee, Wise, Dickenson and Buchanan - almost enoug h territory to form a g ood-sized State, and
containing  within its limits more natural and diversified elements of wealth than exist in any other equally compact and no larg er area on the
face of the habitable g lobe, consisting  of coals, iron ores, mang anese, zinc, lead, g ypsum, copper, salt, marbles, limestones, and spring s of
healing  waters in the mineral king dom; of vast forests of all the known valuable commercial woods of the temperate zone; of pure spring s...
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