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abstract: The Arab world is considered to be currently undergoing a great change. A new
generation of leaders (for example Bashar al-Asad in Syria, Absallah II. in Jordan, Hamad bin Isa
in Bahrain) has to face the urgency of social, political and economic reforms, which have been
retarded for a long time. Yet despite a perceivable higher degree oftolerance towards
discussion and dissent in some Arab countries, despite the aspired renewal and modernisation
of economy and politics in their countries, the young leaders did and do notintend any far
reaching change ofthe political system. Nevertheless a public sphere is awakening in the
countries of the Middle East, expressing discontent with the present political situation and
claiming more political participation and economic freedom. The kifaya movement in Egypt
might be a good example for this course of events, which...
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