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*****.Food laws were fIrst introduced in 1860 when an Act for Preventing  the Adulteration of Articles of Food or Drink was passed in the UK. This
was followed by the Sale of Food Act in 1875, also in the UK, and later, in the USA, by the Food and Drug s Act of 1906. These early laws were
basically desig ned to protect consumers ag ainst unscrupulous adulteration of foods and to safeg uard consumers ag ainst the use of chemical
preservatives potentially harmful to health. Subsequent laws, introduced over the course of the ensuing  century by various countries and
org anisations, have encompassed the features of the early laws but have been far wider reaching  to include leg islation relating  to, for
example, specifIc food products, specifIc ing redients and specifIc uses. Conforming  to the requirements set out in many of these laws and
g uidelines requires the chemical and physical analysis of foods. This may involve qualitative analysis in the detection of illeg al food
components such as certain colouring s or, more commonly, the quantitative estimation of both major and minor food constituents. This
quantitative analysis of foods plays an important role not only in obtaining  the required information for the purposes of nutritional labelling  but
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ed. 1995.
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