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Demand *****.Excerpt from Arg ument of Samuel M. Harring ton, Jr. Of Wilming ton, Delaware, and Colonel S. M. Bowmen, U. S. A: In Defense of
Edwin Wilmer, Provost Marshal of Delaware, Before a Court Martial in Washing ton City, D. C., June 2d, 1865 I should feel that I had not
performed my duty, if I failed to make my profound acknowledg ments for the courtesy, indulg ence, and patience of the Court, and for the
frankness, fairness, and kindness of the Judg e Advocate to both the accused and his counsel. Since the commencement of the late rebellion,
now happily ended by the military power of the Government upon the basis of Freedom and Union, there is no State where opinion was so
evenly divided and so warm and antag onistic without breaking  into open war, as the State of Delaware. Nowhere was the line between the
supporters and the opponents of the administration and the war to suppress rebellion, more clearly and distinctly drawn. A public oEicer was
sure to meet the condemnation of one side, while he was also likely to oEend many of the other. Perhaps the most delicate, unpleasant, and
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This duty oFen involved the necessity of requiring  that unwilling  men should either themselves perform military duty in the field, or should, at
considerable outlay, he represented by another for that purpose. It can readily, therefore, be seen how such duties aEecting  so closely the
personal safety or the pecuniary ability or the business circumstances of the whole community, would naturally excite unfavorable impressions
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