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WW Norton Co, United States, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Reprint. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Out of all the trees in the world,
the ash is most closely bound up with who we are: the tree we have made the g reatest and most varied use of over the course of human
history. One frig id winter morning , Robert Penn loving ly selected an ash tree and cut it down. He wanted to see how many beautiful,
handmade objects could be made from it. Thus beg ins an adventure of craCsmanship and discovery. Penn visits the shops of modern-day
woodworkers-whose expertise has been handed down throug h g enerations-and finds that ancient woodworking  techniques are far from
dead. He introduces artisans who create a flawless axe handle, a rug g ed and true wag on wheel, a deadly bow and arrow, an Olympic-g rade
tobog g an, and many other handmade objects using  their knowledg e of ash s unique properties. Penn connects our daily lives back to the
natural woodlands that once dominated our landscapes. Throug hout his travels-from his home in Wales, across Europe, and America-Penn
makes a case for the continued and better use of the ash tree as a sustainable resource and reveals some of the dire threats to our ash trees.
The emerald ash borer, a voracious and destructive beetle, has killed tens of millions of ash trees across North America since 2002. Unless we
are prepared to act now and better value our trees, Penn arg ues, the ash tree and its many mag nificent contributions to mankind will become
a thing  of the past. This exuberant tale of nature, human ing enuity, and the pleasure of making  thing s by hand chronicles how the urg e to
understand and appreciate trees still runs throug h us all like g rain throug h wood.
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