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CreateSpace Independent Publishing  Platform. Paperback. Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. 148 pag es. Dimensions: 9.0in. x
6.0in. x 0.3in.I remember that in a fit of petulance at some childish misdemeanour, my mother once told me that I came into the world on the
unlucky day of the fools month. It was her picturesque way of saying  that I was born on the thirteenth of April. I have oDen since had occasion
to think that there was a wealth of prophetic wisdom in the phrase which neither she nor I suspected at the time. I did the world the poor
service of being  born into it in the year 1847, in a house not now to be identified in the strag g ling  Hig h Street of West Bromwich, which in those
days was a rather doleful hybrid of a placeneither town nor country. It is a compact business-like town now, and its spreading  industries have
defaced the lovely fring e of country which used to be around it. Its g reat peculiarity to a thoug htful child lay in the fact that even at his small
rate of prog ress he could pass in an hour from the clink, clink, clink on the anvils of the poor nailmakers, who worked in their own sordid back
kitchens about the Ling  or Virg ins End, to a rural retirement and quiet as complete as you may find to-day about Charlcote or Arden, or any
other nook of the beautiful Shakespeare country. Since the g reat South StaGordshire coal fault was circumvented, nearly all the wide reaches of
rural land which I remember are overg rown and defaced by labour. The diamond stream in which I used to bathe as a boy, where you could
have counted the pebbles at the bottom, was running  ink, and g iving  forth vile odours, when...
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