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Ronsdale Press. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Return to Open Water: Poems New and Selected, Harold Rhenisch, To Harold
Rhenisch, poetry is a wisdom path equal to Zen, or a pilg rimag e on the holy road from Seville to Minsk, and even to Stand Up Comedy. His
poems are also scripts for performance, on a stag e between dance and mathematics, honed throug h decades of public reading s. Here is a
breadth of musicality rang ing  from solo piano improvisations, to jazz quartets, klezmer music, musical hall, and even operatic arias. In this
spirited celebration of the creative spirit, Rhenisch presents a vision of the world that places Canada, and poetry, at the crossroads of world
culture. Included are a hymn for whales, a love poem for herring , black-comic stag ing s of Shakespeare (the women g et the main parts), spells
for love, tong ue-in-cheek deconstructions and celebrations of philosophy and literature, laments for the missteps of history, enrag ed political
blasts, deep ecolog ical lyrics, Mozart riding  the bulls into the Williams Lake Stampede, and a rhinestoned Jesus sing ing  Elvis Lyrics on a car
hoist at Canadian Tire. In "Return to Open Water "this award-winning  poet, critic, and cultural critic fuses American, British and European verse
traditions into a poetics able to reimag ine literature and history and return them to us in illuminated form. Long -praised for his innovative
creative non-fiction and his mastery of the long  poem form, in this volume Rhenisch presents the roots of that intellig ence and its furthest
extensions, as he centres Canada on the world literary map. Previously printed in small editions from small presses across the country, this
volume presents the best poems -- comical, eleg iac, satiric and lyrical -- from the twelve volumes of verse of one of Canada's best, most
orig inal, and most mercurial poets.
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