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*****.Mahan uses some detail and technical lang uag e to demonstrate particular naval eng ag ements from 1660-1783, but apart from being  just
a lecturer on naval warfare and an analyst on tactics, he demonstrates how the use of the g eneral navies, or the strateg y of using  a strong
navy to protect the fleet of an ag g ressive merchant marine, is the sing le most important root cause of advancing  economic and therefore
military prosperity in any nation. Using  Great Britain as his main example, he also details the Dutch fleets to demonstrate their reason for
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eng ag ements, as one of the determining  reasons why America had a chance to win its independence. Finally, as he hints of the supreme
commercial and military importance of the proposed (Panama) canal, ag ainst the declining  state of the American navy and the paltry
condition of its merchant fleet, he urg es that Americas prosperity if not survival depends on the powerful revival of its sea power. In this book,
U.S. Navy Captain Alfred T. Mahan presents what he considers the six key elements of sea power and shows the impact their application or
misapplication has had on history. Citing  numerous historical examples, he shows how nations have prospered or suGered throug h use or
misuse of their naval assets. His book is rig htfully considered essential reading  for any historian of naval warfare. However, its impact does not
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power. He contends France, Holland, Spain, et...
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