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*****.WHAT stand does this book take with reg ard to the vexed problem of sexual enlig htenment - we would fain avoid this catchword, Sexual
Enlig htenment - implying , as it does, senseless and harmful exag g erations which earnest educators abhor. Still we must not fall into the
opposite extreme: so paramount and extensive a subject, as the sexual question is, clamors for treatment; for it is a matter which concerns the
deepest interests of young  and old, which wields the g reatest influence on man s heart and on his whole character, on which depends the
temporal and eternal happiness of the bulk of mankind (According  to St. Alphonsus impurity is either wholly or partly to blame for most people
s damnation.) as well as the weal or woe of the coming  g enerations, and which permanently aJects all standards of morality; to ig nore or
dismiss with a few empty sentences a question so vital to plastic youths would be leaving  them without instruction and g uidance in one of the
most dang erous provinces of life; depriving  them to some extent of the lig ht of Christian instruction, which should nowhere fail, especially not
in this slippery field where it alone is a safe g uide. To keep silence here would be to abandon the young  to the teaching  of sensualists, who
speak to them with a thousand tong ues by word and deed, as well as throug h the press, on the street, in many a school, and even in their
very homes. Do not the Bible, the Apostles, and the Holy Fathers, those masters of Christian education, speak on sexual matters with a most
remarkable freedom, straig htforwardness, and directness? Witness the passag e we shall quote from...
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