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GRAC E: C OMMENT ARY ON T HE SUMMA T HEOLOGIC A OF ST . T HOMAS IA-IIAE, Q 109 -14        
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Createspace Independent Publishing  Platform, United States, 2013. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book *****
Print on Demand *****. Let us consider the meaning s of the word g race set forth in the introduction to this excellent work: The various
meaning s are indicated by St. Thomas (Ia Iae, q. 110, a. I), but it is fitting  that we say something  of them at the beg inning  so that the
connection may be apparent between the present question and the questions relating  to God s love for us. First, there are of course three
acceptations of this word g race even used in human aFairs. For g race orig inally refers to something  which is not due or is freely bestowed; this
meaning  is very common in both profane and biblical writing s. Hence even in purely human matters the term g race has a threefold application,
as follows: I. The love of benevolence conferring  a g iH which is not due; for example, we say: This soldier has the g race of the king . 2. The g iH
itself freely bestowed; thus we say: I g rant you this g race. 3. Gratitude for a benefit received; thus: I render you thanks for your benefits.
Moreover, these three sig nifications may be transferred to the supernatural order, whereupon the word g race applies to the following . 1. The
love of benevolence on the part of God, conferring  supernatural life. This love of God is uncreated g race. 2. The supernatural g iH of g race itself,
freely bestowed and ordained to eternal life; this is created g race, of which we are now treating , whether it is interior or exterior, such as the
preaching  of the g ospel. 3. Our g ratitude to God. Between the human and the supernatural meaning s of the word g race there lies a g reat
difference which is principally based upon the fact that...
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