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*****.*Includes pictures *Includes contemporary accounts of the eruption and the environmental eEects *Includes online resources and a
bibliog raphy for further reading  On my trip towards the western part of the island, I passed throug h nearly the whole of Dompo and a
considerable part of Bima. The extreme misery to which the inhabitants have been reduced is shocking  to behold. There were still on the road
side the remains of several corpses, and the marks of where many others had been interred: the villag es almost entirely deserted and the
houses fallen down, the surviving  inhabitants having  dispersed in search of food. - Lt. Philips at Sumbawa In many ways history is the story of
human being s trying  to control their destinies by overcoming  the eEects of their physical surrounding s. As too many have learned, the best
they could oGen do was cope with nature, and the various natural disasters produced around the g lobe. Consider, for example, the year 1816,
known as the Year Without a Summer, which found the working  poor in both Europe and America facing  starvation caused by factors that few,
if any, of them understood. They only knew that the time for planting , the long ed for and planned for last days of winter, never came. Farmers
who had been g rowing  the same crops for decades beg an to be curious when, in April of that year, the snow still fell. By the first of May, they
were outrig ht concerned. In the weeks that followed, each faced a critical decision: g o forward and plant as usual, trusting  that the sun would
ag ain warm the earth, or continue to wait. In the end, their decisions made little difference, except perhaps that those who...
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