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University of Virg inia Press. Paperback. Condition: New. 224 pag es. Dimensions: 8.9in. x 6.0in. x 0.6in.The fig ure of the mammy occupies a central
place in the lore of the Old South and has long  been used to ullustrate distinct social phenomena, including  racial oppression and class
identity. In the early twentieth century, the mammy became immortalized as Aunt Jemima, the spokesperson for a line of ready-mixed
breakfast products. Althoug h Aunt Jemima has underg one many makeovers over the years, she apparently has not lost her commercial
appeal; her face g races more than forty food products nationwide and she still resonates in some form for millions of Americans. In Slave in a
Box, M. M. Manring  addresses the vexing  question of why the troubling  fig ure of Aunt Jemima has endured in American culture. Manring  traces
the evolution of the mammy from her roots in the Old South slave reality and mytholog y, throug h reinterpretations during  Reconstruction and
in minstrel shows and turn-of-the-century advertisements, to Aunt Jemimas symbolic role in the Civil Rig hts movement and her present
incarnation as a working  g randmother. We learn how advertising  entrepreneur James Webb Young , aided by celebrated illustrator N. C. Wyeth,
skillfully tapped into nostalg ic 1920s perceptions of the South as a culture of white leisure and black labor. Aunt Jemimas ready-mixed products
oFered middle-class housewives the next best thing  to a black servant: a slave in a box that conjured up romantic imag es of not only the food
but also the social hierarchy of the plantation South. The initial success of the Aunt Jemima brand, Manring  reveals, was based on a variety of
factors, from ling ering  attempts to reunite the country aGer the Civil War to marketing  strateg ies around World War I. Her continued appeal in
the late twentieth century is a more complex and disturbing  phenomenon we...
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