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Cambria Press, United States, 2012. Hardback. Book Condition: New. New.. 229 x 152 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.Murray Bail is one of the most boldly innovative and intellectually challeng ing  of contemporary writers. He is widely appreciated
in his homeland, Australia. Althoug h a casual reading  of Bail s work aAords shocks, laug hter and stimulation aplenty, it usually raises of a host
of questions that nag  and tantalize readers for years to come. This is a leg acy of his unambig uous declaration in favour of the novel of ideas
and, above all, of bold invention and risk taking . Also his individual works can seem at first sig ht unrelated: a novel that recounts the world-
wide pereg rinations of tourists throug h museums, real and imag ed (Homesickness); its sequel in a parodic novel of education that attacks
Australian parochialism (Holden s Performance); followed by what Michael Ondaatje has called one of the g reat and most surprising
courtships in literature (Eucalyptus), and most recently the depiction of a failed attempt to live the life of an orig inal thinker, which explores the
rival interpretative claims of philosophy and psycholog y (The Pag es). This first critical study of Murray Bail maps out the coordinates, and
sheds invaluable lig ht on, the intellectual labyrinth aAorded by his novels. Its author, Michael Ackland, outlines deEly the literary and artistic
heritag es that influenced Bail s early thoug ht, then traces key preoccupations in his fiction and non-fiction, as well as provides authoritative
interpretations of individual works. Equally adept in describing  how painterly problems are adapted to speculative fiction, or in foreg rounding
the role played by diverse heritag es of Western philosophy and science, Ackland explores the layered depths, conceits and lig htning  interplays
that inform individual scenes, and reveals the Australian writer s immense ambitions. This study demonstrates Bail s work...
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