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Proteins are amazing ly versatile molecules. They make the chemical reactions happen that form the basis for life, they transmit sig nals in the
body, they identify and kill foreig n invaders, they form the eng ines that make us move, and they record visual imag es. All of this is now
common knowledg e, but it was not so a hundred years ag o. Nature s Robots is an authoritative history of protein science, from the orig ins of
protein research in the nineteenth century, when the chemical constitution of protein was first studied and heatedly debated and when there
was as yet no g limmer of the functional potential of substances in the protein categ ory, to the determination of the first structures of individual
proteins at atomic resolution - when positions of individual atoms were first specified exactly and bonding  between neig hbouring  atoms
precisely defined. Tanford and Reynolds, who themselves made major contributions to the g olden ag e of protein science, have written a
remarkably vivid account of this history. It is a fascinating  story, involving  heroes from the past, working  mostly alone or in small g roups,
usually with little support from formal research g roups. It is also a story that embraces a number of historically important scientific
controversies. Written in clear and accessible prose, Nature s Robots will appeal to g eneral readers with an interest in popular science, in
addition to professional scientists and historians of science.
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