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she was summoned to the Red Hall ere her husband had wearied of his new domesticity, or sought for any fresh amusement. The Squire,
unwilling to acknowledge that he could no longer face wind and weather, had gone about his usual avocations during the bitter gales of an
inclement February. Cold and a low fever had so reduced him that, about the middle of March, Mrs. Ramsay telegraphed to her niece to come
home at once. She received the message at breakfast, and Ainsworth delayed going to the barracks for a few minutes to talk it over. He was
surprised to see how quietly she spoke of all the arrangements which would enable her to leave by the afternoon boat. He knew only the
surface ripples of his wifes character, and probably even Mrs. Redmayne had seen deeper than he into the still waters below. The Squire lived
for nearly a fortnight after his daughters arrival. He passed away peacefully, his hand in hers, and his last words were that he was going to tell
his own Alice that their child was worthy of her mother. There could only be tender sorrow over the close of a life so full of the dignity of duty...
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