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intensity and intrig ue. The year is 1919, and Ian Rutledg e is a frag ile yet courag eous former soldier searching  for his place in a postwar world.
Now a Scotland Yard investig ator, Rutledg e is called upon to probe a small-town murder -- and discovers that it may be connected to one of
the g reatest disasters of all time. Watchers of Time In Osterley, a marshy Norfolk backwater, a man lies dying  on a rainy autumn nig ht. While
natural causes will surely claim Herbert Baker s life in a matter of hours, his last request baEles his family and friends. Baker, a devout Ang lican,
inexplicably demands to see the town s Catholic priest for a last confession. The old man dies without knowing  that the very priest who g ave
him comfort will follow him to the g rave just a few weeks later -- the victim of an appalling  murder. The local police are convinced the evidence
points to an interrupted robbery, and have named a suspect, Matthew Walsh. But the dead priest s bishop insists that Scotland Yard oversee
the investig ation. A simple task for Rutledg e, a man not yet well enoug h to return to full duty. The Inspector draws on years of experience and
a war-honed intuition as he finds himself uncovering  secrets that the local authorities would prefer not to see explored. Surely, they reason, it
is better to charg e an outsider -- Matthew Walsh -- with murder than to learn that someone in this tig htly knit community would commit such a
horrendous crime. And yet...
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